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rhouRh I'./v mcLlium spock’s have been ciihivaicel lor centuries in Asia, it is only relative!)' recent I \' 
that the taxtuioiny has been understood, indeed in great [xirt to the authi>r ol tltis book. William 


Steam, who is probabh' best known lor his other bot^iks. BoUiniicil Ltil in and Pii l i(>nc(rV()fBlcinl Namr^ 
jor Luinlcncrs, i^rovidesin his posthumous publication a com prehensive monograph of l:pi})ictli uni 
species and eultivateil h\ brids. Other herbaeeiHis Berberidaceae genera are treated in this book as 
well, inelu(,ling Ac hi vs, Bony,iU\iui, (uiu Inpvh 1 1 ii in. Pi phvllciinCvnuuKspcnniuin. Jrllni .sonin, Ia'iuK it e. 
/\(niCitMi(i. uikI \ tOicuH \'criiT /\ treatmetit (d 14 species ol B(hlnphvl I lun is |5ro\’ide(.l b\' |ulian Shaw; 

A historual intiTuiik t it^m begins the book, in at^ldition to a general description ol the herba- 
ceous genera in Berberi<.laeeae and a ke\' to these genera. The secoiui chapter is lilled with laets on 
toute(.l me(,licinal pro|')ert ies, diseowry and treatment ol new species by hS''' century botanists, and 
imxlei'n h)'bi'idizat iem ol species lor cult i\'at ion. Interesting!)', the genus w'as lirst (.lescribed b)' 
Linneaus in 17o) when he deser 



ijhnuuliinn ulpinuni, but it remained monot)’pic until 1821. 


C ha| 2 ter t hive is a extensixe (.leseription ol mori^htdogic characters, including rhizmue, stem, loliage. 
1 lowTM's and Iruits Steam elaborates on the imptnaance ol Moral morphologx wath three extensiw 
ligures that include line (.Irawings ol the I lowers and spurred petals of each species. Next, Steam 
explains his elassilieat imi s)stem lor Iipi imul i nin, which ecunprises twT"> subgenera and lourscetions 
and his bi(\ge(\graphieal h\ pot heses lor i^rescmi elistributiems ol h.pi mccl i uni The taxonomic treat- 
ment ol l:/n nu'd i uni in chaptei* se\’cn is eomprehensix'e, beginning appropriate!) wath a ke)' tospe- 
eiesand lollowing with descript ions of 54 speeiesaiul 20 hybrids, latch species descri|a ion iiuludes 
e|9onym)', s)atonymy, diagnost ie characterist ies, ill ustration citat itais and geographic distribut ion. 
In adrlit ion, each species has an illustration aiul/ta’ a color photograph to a(,a oiii pany the text. The 
rest ol the book isdedicated to description ol t he other alorment ioned herbaceous taxa. neseriptions 
(d these taxa kdlow the same lormat as lipi nnul i uni 

C omnuad) callcel Barren worts, /:/a’ medt imi sjxvaes are inc re. isingl) popul.tr in North Amen 
can landscap(,’s and w'oodlaiul gaixlens. CJearl \’, Stearn himsell was interestC(,l in the luaa icult ure (") 
herbaceous Berberidaceae, since t his book is lit tered wdrh comments on the hist or)' ol i heir cult iva- 
tion. 1 he comprehensive inlormation provi(.led here b)' Steam aiul et^llaboratta's makes it a worth 
whil e rea(,l ha' a x'ariet)’ id aiKliences. The importance ol tltis betok to taxtauau)' notwithstanding, 
people interestc(.l in species ol herbaceous Berberidaceae. the (adgins of hpitncdi t<f}i and other taxa, 
.tnd the cultivation ol In brids should consi(,ler a(.lding this book tc» their librarx.— .Ann Truiit/] Naic 
BohiiUtiil l\<wi'<in li lii.\liliilc of lc\\i\ Slrcci. l■ol■| Worth. I \. 7Ol02-~i0b0. U.S.A.. 

oniv I rout h^'7\’iiho(Uvot. 
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